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ORIGIN NEA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SS-15 EB-07 SSO-OO L-02 INR-07 INRE-00 
PRS-01 SP-02 /044R 

DRAFTED BY NE A/ARN : PKBULLEN : GCB 
APPROVED BY NEA/ARN:DAKORN 
NEA/ARN - AMB. MURPHY 

028436 

O 072203Z APR 75 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 078516 

ST ADIS//////////////////// 


E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EAID, SY 
SUBJECT: PL-480 TENDERS 
REF: STATE 078515 

1. REFTEL GIVES USDA DETAILED COMMENTS ON WHEAT AND RICE 
TENDERS. IN VIEW THEIR COMPLEXITY. WE ARE CONSIDERING URGING 
USDA TO SENDING SOMEONE OF APPROPRIATE LEVEL TO DAMASCUS FOR 
A WEEK TO NEGOTIATE TENDER TEXT WITH SYRIANS. ANOTHER 
APPROACH, WHICH WE ARE EXPLORING HERE, IS TO GET USDA CLEAR- 
ANCE ON A VERSION OF SYRIAN TENDERS REVISED TO TAKE INTO 
ACCOUNT USDA COMMENTS REFTEL, WITH RESULTANT DRAFT TO BE 
CABLED TO YOU FOR DISCUSSION WITH SYRIAN OFFICIALS. WOULD 
APPRECIATE YOUR COMMENTS ON THESE TWO APPROACHES. 

2. IT IS STILL OUR FEELING THAT EXPLICIT BOYCOTT CLAUSE 

WILL HAVE TO COME OUT. WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR LATEST FEELING 
OF HOW MUCH DIFFICULTY THIS WILL PRESENT. INGERSOLL 
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